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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

NOV. A3ND DEC, 1847, 

WHAT IS PATRIOTISM? 

BY REV. RUFUS W. CLARK. 

Without claiming any particular skill in the science of lexicolo- 
gy, I propose in this article to define the true import of this word, 
which is so much used at the present time. Some employ the term 
Patriotism as meaning " hatred of all nations but our own." Others 
deem that man a patriot who is unwilling to resort to any measures 
or arguments, in the settlement of difficulties with foreign nations, 
except such as the sword and the cannon produce. Others would 
adopt, as the motto of patriotism, " Our country, right or wrong." 

These different significations, or rather, different forms of sub- 
stantially the same signification, are current with many writers and 
speakers at the present day who are exerting a wide-spread, deep- 
felt influence in our land. Whether they have right views of what 
is patriotic, is a question of vital interest to this nation. Nor should 
any one be deterred from inquiring into this matter from the fear of 
being regarded in some quarters as hostile to his country. If we 
are to receive such a definition of this term, and only such, as cer- 
tain persons please to give us, and to be contented with that, we 
had better moderate our boasting about free institutions, and be 
more sparing in our allusions to the light, liberty and Christianity 
of our age. 

But believing, as we do, in the " Declaration of our Indepen- 
dence," we shall venture to express the opinion, that that man is a 
patriot who, in the first place, loves Ms country. The true patriot 
not only professes to love his country, but is ready to sacrifice his 
own interests, his ambition, his property, and his life, if necessary, 
for his nation's good. He employs his powers, judgment and influ- 
ence in protecting the property and lives of his fellow-citizens, and 
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in contributing to the advancement of the nation in virtue, prosper- 
ity and happiness. He is not the man who holds the lives of his 
fellow-citizens as of little value, who is ready, in a moment of ca- 
price or ambition, to plunge a great people into the evils and hor- 
rors of war ; who would have thousands of men and millions of 
treasure appropriated to carry on a contest, the causes of which are 
too delicate to admit of being too closely scrutinized. No ; he is 
the man who, in settling difficulties with foreign nations, would re- 
sort to negotiation or arbitration, or at least, not lift the sword, un- 
til all other means of settlement and defence had failed. He would 
not expose to injury one of the millions of his countrymen, while it 
was within the bounds of possibility to avoid it. 

In the second place, that man is a patriot who acts upon the princi- 
ples of justice and equity iu his dealings with foreign nations. Show 
us the individual who is ready to trample under his feet the rights 
of other communities, and who will bluster about the perilled honor 
of his own nation, when there is a hope of piercing the heart of 
another nation ; and I will show you the man who, circumstances 
being changed, will not hesitate to trample under his feet the dear- 
est rights and interests of the land that gave him birth. If a man 
will go to a foreign city, and rob its inhabitants, what security have 
I, his neighbor, that, when he returns home, he will not rob me? 
Is the fact that he is so zealous in dealing unjustly with the foreign- 
er, proof that he will be faithful to me 1 Is this the only patriotism 
upon which these twenty millions of freemen can rest for the pro- 
tection of their rights, and the safety of their interests ? Let us 
see the men of power and influence in this country acting upon the 
eternal principles of truth and justice, — acting as though there were 
a righteous God above, — acting as though the words virtue, human- 
ity, integrity had a meaning, and we can feel secure. We can feel 
that there are at least some patriots who stand upon this American 
soil, some who love their country and her blessed institutions, and 
who are more solicitous for its welfare than for their own aggran- 
dizement. 

Patriots we have had in this land. Washington was a patriot. 
Nor did his patriotism consist in being successful in battle, for 
thousands had been equally successful before him ; nor in exer- 
cising skill and judgment, for these qualities had been before de- 
veloped ; but in this, namely, that in yielding up the military to the 
civil power, he sacrificed his personal interests for the good of his 
country. He was willing to be nothing himself that his nation might 
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be free. This is the bright star in his diadem of glory. His motto 
was not, " the spoils to the victors ;" but his heart was large enough 
to embrace the sentiment, " it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive." 

Mr. Jefferson advanced many patriotic sentiments, both before 
and after he was President, and his remark has been fully verified, 
" that war is an instrument entirely inefficient towards redressing 
wrong; that it multiplies instead of indemnifying losses." The 
settlement of the Maine boundary question was a patriotic act ; and 
we have recently had a most impressive manifestation of the spirit 
of true patriotism in the amicable and honorable adjustment of the 
Oregon difficulties. 

In the third place, he is a sincere patriot, and may be depended 
upon as a true friend of his own country, who feels interested in 
the welfare of all the nations upon the globe. We cannot suppose 
that it was the design of Providence, in dividing the human race 
into separate communities, to render them the natural enemies, one 
of another, any more than that the division into families should be 
productive of hostilities. By what law or principle am I bound to 
hate a people from whom I am separated by a river or ocean, or 
who have been placed by Providence under a form of government 
different from my own ? Cannot a man be true to the interests of 
his own nation, and at the same time seek the good of other na- 
tions? If some of the current notions about patriotism are correct, 
then the gospel of Jesus Christ is the most unpatriotic scheme that 
was ever devised. It strikes at the foundations of national prosper- 
ity and happiness, and consistency would require that it be counted 
treason for a man to give his influence in favor of such a system. 
And yet, we call ourselves a Christian nation, a virtuous, enlight- 
ened, and justice-loving nation. We build churches, support the 
institutions of the gospel, observe the Sabbath, and obey some of 
the commands of the decalogue ; and why should we not heed the 
teachings of our great Leader, when he calls upon us to " love 
our enemies, and bless them that injure or hate us ? " Why at least 
should we not " do justly," if we cannot " love mercy," or " walk 
humbly?" Alas ! Consistency, thou art indeed a rare jewel. 

But we may be told that our rights and honor must be maintained 
at all hazards ! True ; and let nations maintain their rights in 
right principles, and study their true honor ; and wars, and rumors 
of wars, would cease in the earth. The grand error is, and ever 
has been, that nations are reckless of their honor, and are too ready 
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to adopt measures that, in the eyes of the civilized world, tarnish 
their national glory. Wordsworth truly says, 

" Earth is sick, 
And Heaven is weary of the hollow words 
Which states and kingdoms utter when they speak 
Of truth and justice." 

God speed the day when our legislative hails and executive coun- 
cil-chambers may be filled with the spirit of patriotism, and this 
American people be distinguished for their devotion to the true 
honor and high interests of their country. 



WAR AND THE SABBATH. 

The worship of God, equally indispensable to the welfare of in- 
dividuals and society, depends almost entirely on the Sabbath, or 
the consecration of some specified time to religious services. Here 
is its essence. We insist only on this principle ; for the devout 
Ctuaker who discards the Sabbath as an institution, still has his 
stated periods for the worship of God, and thus secures to himself 
a Sabbath as truly as any Puritan ever did. In this sense, the Sab- 
bath is the sheet-anchor of religion and good morals. All experi- 
ence proves it so ; for France tried to do without it, and plunged at 
once into atheism, anarchy, and a sea of vices and crimes. It is 
the nurse and guardian of intelligence, and piety, and virtue, and 
good order, and general prosperity. It is the hinge of God's moral 
government over our world, and the main-spring or pivot of all the 
instrumentalities employed or appointed for the salvation of man- 
kind. 

War, however, cannot respect the Sabbath. The common rou- 
tine of the camp forbids it ; and extra duties are generally assigned 
to this day. " Even when the army is not present, the heavy trains 
of the commissary must move on ; the arsenal and the ship-yard 
must maintain their activity ; and innumerable mechanics, water- 
men and laborers, must be kept busy. During our late war with 
England, who did not witness on all our frontiers the general dese- 
cration of the holy day? Men swarmed like ants on a mole-hill, to 
throw up entrenchments ; the wharves resounded with the din of 
business ; and idlers forsook the house of God to gaze upon the 
scenes of preparation." The battle of Waterloo, like a multitude 
of others, was fought without scruple on the Sabbath; and even 
Christians among ourselves have been heard to say, " There is no 



